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majority to overturn the
current ban, the fact that it was
Belize’s vote that made the
simple majority established the
moral high ground.”

Ironically, his anti-whaling
efforts correspond with those of
a British Government for which
he, now deputy chairman of the
Conservative Party, evidently
has little time, A British diplo-
matic campaign has led to six
new nations joining the IWC
over the past year, but Lord Ash-
croft is unimpressed and claims

“to have been “disappointed” by
the answers that he received
from the Government in
response to questions he tabled
in the House of Lords last year
on its attitude towards whaling.

Lord Ashcroft’s ... environ-
mental stance might appear-to
sit neatly alongside a Congerva-:
tive Party whose slogan
next month’s couicil elections:
is “Vote Blue, Go Green”; A .
little too neat? “This has'been
going on for longer than that
campaign has,” he retorts. “And
{'m not putting myself forward
as an environmentalist. I just
like whales.”

fBut he does appear far
removed from stereotypical
hunting, shooting and fishing
Tory grandee of old. “The most
['ve ever done in my life is go

" on the occasional bird shoot,”

he says, “but I didn't really get

any pleasure out of it, and I el i T e

haven't done it for 20 years.” ~ Lord Ashcroft is out on the water every month and watches humpback whales at close quarters
This week’s launch aside, ) )

el

Lord Ashcroft has plenty to
keep him busy. Within the
Conservative Party, his current
focus is on opinion research
and the oversight of marginal

seats, In business, he still has -

‘most of his business interests

are now in the private, rather
than the public arena —
notwithstanding the sale last
year of his stake in British Car
Auctions, previously his largest

stakes of between 20 per cent - ::Chichester KCMG:
and 70 per cent in eight - Borh:March 4,1946;
London-listed public compa- ~ Education: King Edward V
nies, including Carlisle Group, Grammar School, Norwich;:
his core support services  Royal Gramiiar SchooliHigh
vehicle, He plans to add to - Wycombg; Mid-Essé
these by creating “another  Technical College
couple” of AlM-listed cash Chelrasford. - ..
shells ovetrthe coming'monthg; ~ : Career: Chairman, BB
He also has a 42 per cent stake  Holdings sifice 1987;
in Watford Football Club, ~+business interests, wit

Perhaps paradoxically for a
man not averse to the spotlight,

private business, for £200 mil-
lion.

He turned 61 last month but
advancing . years have not
diminished his appetite for a
fight. So far, the millions he has
donated to the . Conservative
Party have not been matched
by electoral success. For now,
the smaller sums he is putting
behind the world’s largest
marine mammals seem more
certain of making their mark.

- Hobbies: Researching th
Victoria Cross; enté

ology can'yo
ithout?

‘ Wh e importan
'what you know or who?
* What'you Kriow. Because
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